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Canada was founded and formed by colonialism, 
capitalism and corruption countered by resistance. 
Unlike school history, this genuine history 
recognizes the central role of struggles of living 
people that shaped the Canada of today.

From the beginnings of what became Canada, the 
lands and waters were exploited for resources: whale 
oil, fish from the Grand Banks of Newfoundland 
and furs to the elites of Europe. Indigenous peoples 
aided European navigation, exploration and trade, 
but soon they became the unwilling victims of a 
colonial-settler state as their lands were stolen, they 
were forced onto tiny reserves and their culture 
banned.

The royal charter granted to the Hudson’s Bay 
Company (HBC) in 1670 gave it exclusive rights to 
trade and colonize all the lands containing rivers 
flowing into Hudson Bay. This area, called Rupert’s 

Land, was enormous, covering 3.9 million square 
kilometres, one third of the present area of Canada. 
None of the people who lived there had any say.

The Canadian state was founded in 1867 and 
from the beginning was dominated by the capitalist 
class. The drive for profits encouraged corruption. 
In 1870 the Canadian government gave the HBC, for 
the land it had acquired for nothing, one-twentieth 
of the most fertile of that land and $1.5 million.  

Struggle was soon to follow. The Métis, living in 
the Red River area of Manitoba, had rights to the 
fur trade and land since the 1850s. However, the 
Canadian government deliberately ignored them in 
the deal with the HBC. When the Métis demanded 
their rights the Canadian government continued to 
ignore them. This led to the new Canadian state’s 
first major conflict, the Red River Rebellion.

Leslie Kemp and Martin LeBrun
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Socialist Alternative interviewed Melissa Sobers, 
an employee with Aramark, a multi-billion dollar US-
based company contracted to provide food services 
at York University and the Scarborough campus of 
University of Toronto.  

At York, following a 3-week strike at the end of 
February, the union (UNITE HERE Local 75) and its 
130 workers won a great victory achieving $15 an 
hour by the end of the first year of the contract, and a 
fully covered dental plan, a first for Aramark workers 
in North America.

MS: The key (to victory) was all the outside 
support in terms of students, faculty, community 
members that honed in on the struggle. The 
Fight for 15 and Fairness coalition played a big 
part in the strike to draw attention to what was 
happening.
SA: Did Aramark try to keep things running?
MS: They did succeed in having a few (service 
centres) open but they found it difficult, relying 
on temp agency workers. Every time they did, 
there was a coalition of students or some other 
body, leafleting, letting people know what was 
going on.
SA: How do you see the fight for 15 moving 
forward?
MS: Organize and mobilize as much as you can, 
don’t rely on governments.
Since this interview, workers at Scarborough 

campus of UofT, also employed by Aramark, gained 
a victory at the beginning of April. After a 7-week 
strike, they won $15, an immediate increase of 16% for 
most workers. Both full- and part-time workers won 
immediate free dental coverage.

Who haven’t the BC Liberals stepped on, besides 
their wealthy donors? Take 120,400 everyday workers 
who struggle to survive on a pathetic minimum wage. 
What about parents and students so frustrated with 
over-crowded classrooms, it needed the BC Teachers’ 
Federation court victory to restore 2001 levels of 
funding. Not to mention students in higher education 
burdened with record levels of debt. Or those on 
welfare who are trapped in a cycle of poverty, expected 
to survive on $610/month, frozen for ten years. BC has 
one of the worse rates of poverty in Canada with one 
in five children living in poverty. Child and senior 
care are in crisis. 

Consider Treaty 8 First Nations and farmers who 
face losing 9,310 hectares to Site C Dam, a $9 billion 
gift to owners of the destructive fracking industry, 
paid for with higher hydro bills and environmental 
damage.

Why would anyone choose a government that 
handed the rich and big business: tax cuts of $3 billion 
each year, laws that disadvantage workers, and mega-
construction projects that damage the environment 
with few long-term jobs? They are so thoroughly 
bought by the 1% that the RCMP is investigating illegal 
campaign donations. The reason is weak opposition. 
The NDP’s platform includes some popular reforms, 
such as a $15 minimum wage (though slowly phased 
in) and $10/day childcare. Yet the party refuses 
to challenge neoliberal economics, undermining 
these reforms. What solution can the NDP have to a 
province-wide housing crisis while it accepts housing 
as a commodity, rather than as a place to live? Their 
cautious campaign strategy weakens their ability to 
attack. Unlike Bernie Sanders in the US, they fail to 
inspire. 

The Green Party platform is confused, failing 
to mention the minimum wage or identify the 
environment’s greatest foe – reckless resource 
stripping which capitalism makes profitable. Only a 
democratically-organized socialist economy can stop 
BC’s environmental decimation.

Frustration with falling living standards may lead 
to an NDP victory, but they have snatched defeat 
from the jaws of victory before. The Liberals’ touting 
of mild job growth relies on low-paid and property-
bubble jobs in the Lower Mainland and Victoria, while 
unemployment climbs in most of BC. 

An NDP win will be due to the hard work of 
unions, environmentalists and social justice activists. 
If there is an NDP government, activists and unions 
will need to step up pressure, forcing them to deliver 
on campaign promises rather than succumb to the 
needs of big business and the billionaire class.

BC Liberals Rule for the Rich
Zak Shilling

Food Workers Win in Toronto
Tim Heffernan
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Trudeau Shows True Colours
Tim Heffernan

The Liberal government is well into its second year 
and Trudeau’s initial aura is fast fading. Through 
most of 2016, Liberal poll support was nearly 50%. In 
the last few months, support has dropped to around 
40%. Both the Tories and NDP have made modest 
gains, but the polls are more or less at the same level 
as the last federal election, which the Liberals won 
comfortably. After the disastrous 2015 election, the 
NDP, if it ever hopes to win an election, has the most 
ground to make up.

It is not every day that 174 regular working people 
defeat one of the largest universities in Canada and 
two of the largest corporations in the world.

Simon Fraser University flipped the food-service 
contract from Chartwells to Sodexo, who did not 
guarantee to hire existing workers on the same 
contract. Workers of UNITE HERE Local 40 flexed 
their collective muscle, annulling the pink slips that 
they had received. At the end of March, workers won, 
keeping their jobs, seniority, current wages and union 
recognition, and receiving equivalent health care and 
pension benefits.

Socialist Alternative and Left Alternative at SFU 
were active in the struggle, helping with petitioning 
and the workers’ job actions.

This former SFU cook is proud to say that 174 
people’s futures look a lot brighter and braver.

Victory at Simon Fraser University
Chris Fofonoff

It is not surprising that the Liberals have lost 
support as Trudeau’s actions increasingly contradict 
his election image. The Liberals have pushed through 
Harper’s agenda of cutting public health funding, 
signing a trade deal with Europe and not repealing 
the anti-democratic Bill C-51. They have a massive 
privitization agenda, not even in the election platform.  
Trudeau pushed through two tar sands pipelines 
and went on a junket trip to the Aga Khan’s private 
island. The Liberals contemptuously reversed their 
clear election commitment for electoral reform. He 
enthusiastically supported Trump’s bombing of Syria 
as part of his general sucking up to Trump – even as 
Trump steps up attacks on Canada. 

His comment on Bombardier senior managements’ 
50% salary increase shows his real views, “We respect 
the free market and the choices that companies will 
make.” Overall, Trudeau is revealing that he is a 
typical politician who cynically betrays promises and 
a typical Liberal who mouths progressive rhetoric on 
some social issues while implementing pro-capitalist 
economic policies.

Why is the Liberals’ support still solid? Shouldn’t 
the “left-wing” party, the NDP, be making ground on 
Trudeau? That the Liberals are still positioned for re-
election with a comfortable majority can be explained 
by two factors: First, the Tories may be leaderless but 
the rhetoric of some of the seeming “front runners” is 

probably scaring wavering Liberal voters into sticking 
with Trudeau, despite his broken promises. Second, 
the NDP, also leaderless, is still drifting. There are 
no signs that the next leader will have the politics or 
stature of Corbyn (UK), Sanders (US) or Mélenchon 
(France). Such a leader, energetically campaigning for 
universal healthcare and pharmacare, a $15 minimum 
wage, a national house-building program and other 
radical policies, would galvanize the millions of 
workers and youth who are open to a strong socialist 
message. 

At this stage, effective resistance to Trudeau and 
neoliberalism is not coming from the NDP or the 
traditional battalions of labour. Rather it is coming 
from food service workers in universities, the fight for 
$15, anti-pipeline groups, Indigenous and anti-racist 
movements. These important struggles are not yet 
connected. They need to come together recognizing 
that the working class, having the mass power of 
numbers, has the potential to resist capitalism and 
organize for a socialist transformation of society.

Trump attacks Syria
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Québec’s new left party, Québec Solidaire (QS), 
established in 2006, has the potential to become 
a workers’ party. The collapse of Stalinism and 
the neoliberal onslaught pushed back workers’ 
organizations. Now there is a need to strengthen 
and re-build the unions and build mass workers’ 
parties. These parties would bring together different 
struggles in a democratic structure, campaign year-
round, be a forum for democratic debate, and run 
candidates in elections. 

Yet, QS is at a crossroads. QS prides itself on 
being both on the ballots and in the streets, but 
historically its leadership has leaned towards mainly 
running election campaigns. There are also attempts 
by the right-wing Parti Québécois’ (PQ) to build a 
sovereigntist, non-class alliance with QS against the 
Québec Liberals. However this would undermine 
QS’s class appeal.

The election to the Québec National Assembly of 
Manon Massé in 2014 shows QS’s potential. Massé 

Stephen Harper’s claim in 2009, that Canada has “no 
history of colonialism” shows either he is ignorant or 
a liar. Canada, founded in 1867, is and was a colonial 
and capitalist state. 

As the bourgeoisie in 
Europe rose to power, they 
sought new sources of 
wealth and raw materials. 
Colonizing the Americas 
was crucial to capitalism’s 
primitive accumulation, 
gaining wealth through 
plunder and privatization. 
The commons of Europe 
were transformed to 
private property at the 
same time as the gold and 
silver, land and furs, and 
sea and land animals of 
the Americas were robbed. 
Under capitalism, the goal 
is to create profit at all 
costs. Human needs and 
the natural world (land, air 
and water) are given little 
consideration. 

Indigenous peoples in 
Canada provided help 
with navigating the lands 
and waters of Canada and 
established trading relations with the Europeans. As 
the English and French rulers expanded settlement, 
the Indigenous peoples were pushed off their lands, 
into small areas of marginal land. Much of the 
land was given to corporations (the Hudson’s Bay 
Company and later the CPR and other railways), the 
church and the wealthy elites. As westward settlement 
grew, Europeans were lured to Canada with promises 
of fertile land.

Colonialism is about both material accumulation 
and the development of ideologies that justify the 
theft and violent practices at its root. Colonialism was 
a deliberate attempt to undermine, starve and defeat 
Indigenous peoples to steal their land. Thomas King 
explained capitalism’s view that “Land is primarily 
a commodity, something that has value for what you 
can take from it or what you can get for it.” 98% of 
First Nations’ original lands were stolen through 
treaties and the Indian Act. The Métis lost 83% of 
their Red River lots through the Scrip program. The 
result of such massive dispossession is continued 
institutionalized inequality. To this day, Indigenous 
people face constant racist state oppression.

The legacy of colonialism affects every aspect of 

the lives of Indigenous people. Young children were 
taken from their families and communities and placed 
in residential schools, with the aim to “kill the Indian 

in the child.” They were forbidden to 
speak their language, suffered neglect, 
abuse and deprivation as well as sub-
standard education. The result was a 
traumatized people, disconnected from 
their families, communities and culture. 

Indigenous peoples have a long 
history of resistance, from the Red 
River Rebellion to numerous land and 
environmental struggles today. In spite 
of constant efforts by the Canadian state 
at “cultural genocide” or “genocide,” 
Indigenous peoples have survived, 
and in recent decades resistance and 
confidence have increased. There is a 
cultural revival as people rediscover 
their traditions, music and language 
and create new art forms. Struggles 
over land, the environment, residential 
schools, missing and murdered women, 
and conditions on reserves are all 
increasing.

Capitalism will not willingly 
relinquish private control of land and 
resources, which is vital to any true 
reconciliation and ending colonialism.

Over 150 Years of Indigenous Colonization
Leslie Kemp

Québec Solidaire at a Crossroads Martin LeBrun
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Almost all Canadians are immigrants or descendants 
of immigrants. The history of Canada, since the start 
of European colonization, is of waves of immigrants. 
Most were fleeing hunger, poverty, dispossession or 
persecution. Each new wave faced institutionalized 
class and racial oppression, the most outrageous being 
the Head Tax on Chinese immigrants. But all faced 
discrimination, whether they were Irish, Chinese, 
South Asian, Italian, African-American or Jewish. 
Most immigrants faced a hard life.

It is tempting, particularly in the 2017 context, to 
summarize Canada’s historical philosophy regarding 
immigration as one of exclusion. We frame this in 
three historical and notorious incidents involving 
ships arriving on our shores bearing immigrants – the 
Komagata Maru from the Punjab (1914), HMS St Louis 
carrying Jews fleeing the Nazis (1939) and the Sun 
Sea carrying Tamil refugees from Sri Lanka (2010). In 
all three incidents, boatloads of immigrants fleeing 
persecution were criminalized and/or refused entry. 
Many perished when returned to their homelands or 
languished in indefinite immigrant detention.

Canada refused to sign the 1951 Refugee 

Convention until 1969, fearing that it would impede 
Canada’s ability to deport people they considered a 
security risk, especially communists. Socialists and 
union activists were refused entry or deported. Until 
1976, gays and lesbians were an “inadmissible class” 
of immigrants.

At times, however, Canada has welcomed 
immigrants, when they were advantageous to the 
interests of the ruling class. This was especially the case 
when vast tracts of appropriated land were available 
after the purchase of Rupert’s Land from the Hudson 
Bay Company, the completion of the railway and the 
defeat of the Métis and Indigenous peoples of the 
prairies. Canada’s rulers decided to settle these lands 
for reasons of economic development and security. 

Migrants formed the basis of the Canadian working 
class. They built the critical infrastructure – the 
railways and roads – that enabled the extraction and 
exploitation of primary resources, which fuelled the 
economy of the fledgling nation and filled the coffers 
of the elites.  

Today, hundreds of thousands of temporary 
immigrants come to Canada, as cheap exploited 
labour, via the Seasonal Agricultural Workers, 
Temporary Foreign Worker and the Live-In Caregiver 
programs. However, they face countless obstacles to 
permanent residency. It is clear that Canada favours 
entry of wealthy immigrants, while placing invisible 
walls towards those fleeing intolerable situations 
in their homelands – situations to which Canada’s 
neoliberal foreign policies significantly contribute. 

Trudeau continues to defend the Safe Third Country 
Agreement between Canada and the US, which claims 
that both countries are safe for refugees. This means 
that refugees fleeing Trump’s attacks who come into 
Canada at official border crossings are likely to be 
refused entry. This is why hundreds have risked the 
Canadian winter to walk across unguarded border 
stretches. Will Trudeau repeat the shameful past of his 
Liberal predecessor, Mackenzie King in 1939, turning 
away those fleeing persecution?

Immigration: Exploitation and Exclusion
Jim Sugiyama and Salman Zafar

has led QS’s endorsement and organized support of 
Alternative Socialiste’s $15 an hour minimum wage 
campaign, and has condemned the Québec Liberals’ 
billion dollar corporate welfare handouts. Massé is 
consistently at the forefront of struggle on local and 
international issues.

In March thousands of people joined QS after 
Gabriel Nadeau Dubois, spokesperson for the historic 
2012 student strike, announced he was joining and 
would be the party’s candidate in an upcoming by-
election. Unfortunately, he has so far limited himself 
to media appearances and endorsed alliances with 
the PQ. 

QS is a democratic party with a federated 
structure. Socialists should be involved in QS, 
support leaders like Massé, oppose linking with the 
PQ, and advocate for socialist demands in militant 
campaigns in addition to running in elections. QS has 
the potential to grow, becoming a voice for workers 
and the oppressed.

Québec Solidaire at a Crossroads Martin LeBrun

Komagata Maru
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On February 17th, teachers in Nova Scotia went 
on strike for the first time in the province’s history. 
With public opinion polls showing strong support, 
they fought for increased funding for special needs 
students and reduced class sizes. While the strike 
lasted only one day, it signalled a militant turn for 
the union’s 9,300 members. 

During the negotiating process, rank-and-file 
members voted down three proposals from their 
bargaining team, undertook a short-lived work-to-
rule campaign, and finally voted 96% in favour of 

Nova Scotia Teachers' Struggle Murray Hancock

Working people built Canada – physically 
and politically. For most of Canada’s history, life 
for workers was hard and wages were low. The 
government regularly crushed strikes and killed 
workers. Yet, school history books rarely tell of the 
many workers’ struggles. 

Slowly and painfully, through many bitter 
struggles, the working class built unions, political 
parties and other organizations that changed society. 
Working people won public health, democratic 
rights, workplace safety, holidays and weekends, and 
many other social benefits that are part of the fabric 
of Canada today. Only after World War II did the 
majority of Canadians win something resembling a 
decent quality of life.

Early unions, illegal until 1872, were mainly local 
and covered skilled workers, a minority of workers. 
The Knights of Labour, the first significant attempt to 
organize regardless of skill, gender or race, had 20,000 
Canadian members by the 1880s, but declined soon 
after.

After the slaughter of World War I and inspired 
by the Russian Revolution, militancy and union 
membership grew rapidly, peaking with the 1919 
Winnipeg General Strike. The democratic Strike 
Committee coordinated essential services, virtually 
running the city. The Canadian government crushed 
the strike and killed one person. 

The Communist Party, founded in 1921, helped 
build militant unions, in spite of constant state 
harassment.

Employers’ and government attacks in the 1920s 
pushed back unions. During the “hungry thirties” 
25% of workers were unemployed in desperate 
poverty. The Cooperative Commonwealth Federation 
(forerunner of the NDP) was a product of the grim 
times. Its 1933 Regina Manifesto stated, “No CCF 
Government will rest content until it has eradicated 
capitalism.”

As the economy recovered and workers were re-
employed, a powerful desire to organize grew. The 
victory of the two-week Oshawa GM strike in 1937 
was a crucial breakthrough. 

During World War II union membership increased 
and workers struck. The 1945 victory of the 99-day 
strike at Ford’s Windsor plant established unions 
as part of Canada’s landscape. While the Canadian 
state and employers had to accept unions and broad 
social benefits, they wanted tame unions. The Liberal 
government smashed the militant Canadian Seamen’s 
Union in 1949 using a scab US union and gangsters. 

In Québec, the bitter and illegal Asbestos strike of 
1949 began to break the right-wing’s grip on society. 
The Quiet Revolution, including mass unionization, 
by the 1970s radically changed Québec. The Common 
Front of joint militant union struggles won better 
wages and reforms that benefited all.

The 1965 illegal strike by the Canadian Postal 
Workers won union rights, the right to strike, 
and higher wages. This victory led to widespread 
unionization across all levels of the public sector and 
to women now being the majority of union members. 

Union density peaked at 37% in 1982. In 1983, the 
union leaders’ betrayal of BC’s Solidarity movement 
helped pave the way to widespread neoliberal attacks.

Unions now have fewer activists, are less militant, 
density is 32% and with present policies risk continued 
decline. However, Canadian unions are undefeated 
and have enormous potential power. If they return 
to the struggle and solidarity that built them, the 
working class has the strength to transform Canada.

Workers Built Canada
Bill Hopwood

Winnipeg General Strike

Feeding the Ford picket line, 1945
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Nova Scotia Teachers' Struggle Murray Hancock

In December 2016 Stephen Poloz, Bank of Canada’s 
chief, warned about dangerous household debt. Aside 
from demonstrating workers aren’t being paid enough 
to meet living costs, it’s interesting because of a story 
from March 2, 2017.

TD Bank’s first quarter earnings were $2.5 billion. 
Wow. Cool, huh? Especially since banks earn money 
on interest, and interest rates have been in the tank 
for years. How does this earnings magic work? Seems 
the bank forced employees, with threats of firing, to 
load consumers with debt, sinking them deeper in the 
hole Poloz warned about, but boosting earnings and 
profits.

According to “whistleblowers” (read: honest 
employees), banks violate regulations to meet their 
targets. TD Bank CEO Bharat Masrani responded, 
“Everything we do is about earning and sustaining 
the trust of those we serve.” Right. In 2016 Masrani got 
a $1,000,000 salary plus $9,698,222  in bonuses. Good 
bet the bonuses weren’t about “trust.”

When employees of other banks told similar tales, 
the ever-vigilant “banking ombudsman” promised to 
watch things. Okay! Sorry to wake you fella.

If private banks can’t operate without fleecing us, 
try the public sector. In other countries postal banking 
works: cheaply, reliably and safely.  The Canadian 
Union of Postal Workers has proposed this option. 
Let’s see if honesty is competitive.

What Makes Me Angry
Larry Hyink

NAFTA, signed in 1994, was a crucial trade 
agreement that helped usher in the race to the bottom, 
furthered cuts and privatization of public services, 
and attacked wages, working conditions and jobs.

Long before Trump started hypocritically talking 
about NAFTA, socialists opposed this and other trade 
deals. Trump outsourced many US jobs to increase his 
private wealth.

NAFTA has been bad news for workers and poor 
farmers in Canada, the US and Mexico. It has been 
great news for corporations. While jobs have been 
moved to Mexico, many of the workers in Mexico are 
terribly paid, such as on the Texas-Mexico border, the 
maquiladoras area, where mainly young women face 
extreme exploitation. NAFTA devastated large parts 
of Mexican farming as subsidized US food flooded in.

Key to NAFTA is that companies can sue 
governments for alleged future loss of profits due to 
regulations such as health and safety, environment 
protection or buy local clauses. These claims are not 
heard in a public court but in private tribunals with paid 
arbitrators – company lawyers and representatives. 
NAFTA can overturn democratic decisions. 

In 1997 NAFTA aided the US multinational Ethyl 
Corp when they sued the Canadian government for 
$350 million because Canada banned the suspected 
carcinogen and neurotoxin MMT. In response, Canada 
lifted the ban on MMT, announced it “safe” in a public 
statement, and paid $10 million in compensation to 
Ethyl. Canada has coughed up more than $160 million 
in fines due to NAFTA.

Canadian companies also use NAFTA to boost 
their profits. When Obama stopped the Keystone 
XL pipeline the Canadian company, TransCanada, 
announced it would sue the US government for $15 
billion. Methanex, a Canadian-based company, tried 
to sue California for $970 million because it banned a 
suspected carcinogen, MTBE.

NAFTA has contributed to rising inequality in the 
past 30 years in Canada, the US and Mexico. Socialist 

Alternative stands against undermining workers’ 
rights and environmental exploitation – and opposes 
NAFTA at every turn.

Trump’s recent attacks on Canadian trade with the 
US proves he is not concerned about low wages; it is 
part of Trump’s demagogy to keep support in the US. 
Trump will most likely seek even more exploitative 
trade terms to boost the elite’s profits.

As socialists, we imagine and work towards a 
world of cooperation and support. However, treaties 
and agreements solely serving and negotiated by the 
corporate ruling class cannot realize such a world. It 
will take mass struggle to win a socialist society. 

NAFTA: "Free Trade" without Freedom
Carmia Schoeman

strike action. 
Despite this, the Liberal government of Stephen 

McNeil used controversial legislation to impose a 
contract on them, which included benefit reductions 
and a wage freeze. However, the teachers’ struggle 
signals a rising radical mood in Nova Scotia, alongside 
the election, in 2016, of a new NDP leader, left-wing 
Gary Burrill. As the teachers’ public support shows, 
anti-austerity politics are gaining serious traction in 
the province. 
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Laying the Foundations of Canadian Capitalism 
Indigenous peoples have lived in what is now 

Canada for time beyond memory, developing a diverse 
range of technologies and cultures, in societies that did 
not include the private ownership of land. Colonization 
took their lands, outlawed their cultures and exposed 
them to diseases to which they had no immunity, 
decimating populations. 

Canada was a capitalist state from the start. The 
capitalist class decided the terms of Confederation, 
to meet their desire to build a stronger expansionist 
economy. While there was limited democracy, for adult, 
male, property-owning, British subjects, the appointed 
Senate was, in John A. Macdonald’s words, to curb the 
“democratic excesses” of the legislature. 

The driving economic forces, and source of enormous 
profits, were land speculation and resource extraction. 
Early on, a strong, and monopolized, financial and 
banking system emerged.

Agriculture, and later manufacturing, employed 
most of the population. 

Building a national transcontinental railway, the 
Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR), realized the aim of a 
nation from sea to sea. Its construction was mired in 
corruption leading to MacDonald’s defeat in 1873. The 
CPR, owned by seven men, was given 100,000 square 
kilometres of land (nearly twice the area of Nova Scotia). 

The railway, after MacDonald deliberately starved 
the Indigenous peoples off their land, opened the west 
to settlement. The CPR ensured it captured profits 
from the settlers, as it owned much of the best land for 
farming and building towns.

Manufacturing peaked during the 
second World War, accounting for 29% 
of GDP; by 2014 it had declined to only 
10.6%. The Canadian economy today is 
dominated by the resource industries, 
finance, construction and the services 
necessary for wealth accumulation such 
as health, education, communications 
and transportation.

After World War II, the Canadian 
working class through struggle 
won wide-ranging reforms, such as 
social assistance, pensions, Workers’ 
Compensation, Family Allowances 
and the construction of social housing. 
Real wages doubled between 1945 and 
the late 1970s. For the first time most 
Canadians had a half-decent living 
standard.

However, the capitalist class wanted 
more profits so from the early 1980s, 
neoliberalism pushed back on these 

hard-won reforms. While the cuts and austerity are not 
as deep as in many countries, poverty, homelessness, 
inequality and insecure work have all increased. 
Resistance

This year, a history of a harmonious society developing 
into modern Canadian society will be presented. The 
reality is one of constant struggle and resistance to the 
ruling class as the majority of Canadians fought for a 
better life.

A key feature shaping Canada is the existence of 
Québec with its separate language, culture and history. 
Québec is a separate nation, yet part of the federal state 
of Canada. While the Church acquiesced to English rule, 
there was a long deep stream of resistance.

However, until the Quiet Revolution of the 1960s 
and 1970s, Québec was the most right-wing province 
with the Catholic Church wielding enormous power. 
The Quiet Revolution transformed Québec with an 
explosion of unionization, the separation of Church and 
State, and major social and workplace reforms. During 
the 1960s a strong nationalist movement was forged, 
culminating in the 1980 and 1995 referendums.

The Canadian ruling class has brought in waves 
of immigrants for economic reasons. They came 
from misery, hoping for a better life, but often facing 
discrimination and misery. The Irish fleeing the famine, 
travelled in “coffin ships,” which had a mortality rate 
of 30%, worse than most slave ships. They then faced 
discrimination, cholera and back-breaking work. 

The CPR brought 17,000 Chinese to build the western 
railway. They did the most dangerous work and received 

less than half of white workers’ low 
pay. Economic interests still dominate 
Canada’s immigration rules and with 
elements of racism in many laws, such 
as minimum wage regulations not 
covering farm workers or the lack of 
rights for live-in nannies.

Women’s suffrage groups existed 
since the 1870s, but the right to vote  
for all women was only finally won  
with Quebec in 1940. The struggle for 
women’s reproductive rights spanned 
many decades. The right to legal 
abortions was won in 1988 through the 
activism and determination of women 
over many decades, and there are still 
limitations. Today women are nearly 
half the workforce, but receive lower 
pay then men and face constant sexual 
harassment. 

Working class struggles are central 
to the shaping of Canada. Although the 

150 Years: Capitalism, Colonialism, Corruption and Resistance  continued from front
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In Ireland, 18 people face trumped up charges of 
“false imprisonment” (equivalent to kidnapping), with 
a possible maximum sentence of life in prison. This 
follows a peaceful protest in Jobstown, Dublin, part of 
the now successful campaign to defeat water charges.

The Jobstown Not Guilty campaign demands 
dropping the charges and tells the truth about what 
happened at the Jobstown protest, proclaiming the 
defendants’ innocence.   

On March 29, there was a new twist in the case with 
the prosecution moving to summon defendants to court 
on 24 hours notice, claiming that #JobstownNotGuilty 
activities violated the integrity of the court. They sought 
to restrict the defendants’ bail conditions, banning 
defendants from participating in the campaign, from 
attending protest events, even from speaking in public 
(or on social media) about the case itself! This move 
to silence the defendants and hide the truth about this 
historic attack on the right to protest has been defeated. 

This is a political trial and an attempt to frighten the 
increasingly militant Irish working class. The trial is 
due to start on April 24. Please show your support on 
Jobstown Not Guilty facebook and website.

Protest is Not a Crime
Ruaidhri Burke (Socialist Party Ireland)

Great Depression stunned the working class, it gave rise 
to the Cooperative Commonwealth Federation (CCF) – 
the predecessor to the NDP. The CCF-NDP has shaped 
Canada by helping to win public health and other social 
benefits. Its existence, along with Québec, have forced 
the Canadian ruling class to be more cautious in its 
neoliberal assault out of fear of political resistance. 

As the depression receded, workers flooded into 
unions. By the end of 1937, 650,000 Canadians joined 
industrial unions. Wartime economic growth, strong 
union militancy and support for the CCF forced the 
ruling Liberal government to recognize the right to 
organize and collectively bargain. Militancy remained 
high until the 1970s and strike action won for public 
sector workers the right to organize, bringing many 
women into the organized labour movement.

Throughout history, Indigenous people have resisted 
government policies and incursions on their lands. 
They vehemently opposed Pierre Trudeau’s 1969 
White Paper aimed at assimilation. In many battles, 
Indigenous people have fought for control of land and 
resources, better conditions on reserves and against 
resource extraction. In spite of the constant efforts of the 
Canadian state to eradicate Indigenous peoples, they 
have more than survived. They are the fastest growing 
section of Canadian society and are resisting.  

The first military actions of the Canadian state were 
against Canadians, crushing the Métis in Saskatchewan. 
The War Measures Act was used in Québec in 1970, with 
over 450 people detained.

In 1995 at Gustafsen Lake, 20 Indigenous people 
occupied sacred land. The RCMP responded with 
400 armed officers, backed by five helicopters, two 
surveillance planes and nine armoured personnel 
carriers, and fired 77,000 of rounds of ammunition. The 
deployment cost $5.5 million. 

The Communist Party was banned in Canada, its 
leader imprisoned. In Québec, the Padlock Law was in 
operation until 1957. Workers regularly faced militia, 
police and the army in their battles for union rights and 
better pay and were fined, imprisoned, assaulted and 
sometimes murdered by the state.  

Looking Ahead 
Canadians sense that life here is better than in most 

of the world, without wars, famines, brutal austerity or 
Donald Trump. However, this stability and security is 
skin-deep and rests on weak foundations, with growing 
trends towards greater instability and economic and 
political shocks. 

Canada remains broadly socially progressive and 
while unions have been pushed back, the working class 
has not suffered serious defeats. There are small signs 
that the working class is fighting back.

Colonialism and capitalism remain major obstacles to 
a future where Indigenous rights are respected, racism 
is eradicated and the struggles for a just and sustainable 
world are won. The working class has the power to 
liberate humanity and live in harmony with the natural 
world. 

Postal worker picket line

Mi’kmaq protesting fracking
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The February Revolution in Russia, started by 
women striking on International Working Women’s 
Day, quickly pushed aside the Tsar. The main demands 
were Bread, Peace and Down with the Autocracy (feudal 
dictatorship). 

The next nine months were a living struggle around 
these slogans. A revolution is not an event; it is a 
process. 

Two Opposing Forces
Two powers emerged out of the February 

Revolution, the Provisional Government and the 
Soviets (workers’ councils). 

On one side were the capitalist class – willing to 
continue the war, unwilling to give land to the peasants 
and opposed to the working class. The Provisional 
Government, an unelected body that emerged from 
the rigged Parliament, represented them.

On the other side were the working class with 
growing support from peasants and soldiers. All 
longed for peace and food. The peasants wanted an 
end to working for feudal landowners. The working 
class wanted an eight-hour day and decent pay. 
They had made the February Revolution and were 
represented by the Soviets, made up of elected 
delegates of workers, soldiers, sailors and peasants. 

The poor dared to dream of freedom, of peace, 
of ending the oppression of the Russian empire and 
of a rewarding life. The following months were full 
of revolutionary surges and counter-revolutionary 
retreats. The masses tested differing political forces 
seeking to realize the hopes of February. Would they 
realize their dreams or would the revolutions, like 

Overthrow of the Tsar 
to the Edge of Power: February-October

1917 - RUSSIAN    REVOLUTION - 2017
so many others, end in defeat – crushed, hijacked or 
distorted? The social forces struggled for the society 
they wanted to emerge from the revolution.
What sort of Revolution?

Russia in 1917 was overwhelming a peasant society. 
There was a weak capitalist class tied to the feudal 
landlords and international capitalism, unwilling to 
lead a revolution to establish capitalist democracy. 
There was a small but very militant working class 
gathered in large factories.

The left parties differed on the nature of the 
revolution. The Social Revolutionaries (SRs), mainly 
based on the peasants, supported democratic reforms, 
distribution of feudal lands to peasants, but most 
supported the war. The Mensheviks treated Marxism 
as a dogma, arguing that the working class was too 
small to lead the revolution, so the revolution was 
to establish a democratic capitalist society with the 
working class pushing for reforms. 

The Bolsheviks argued that the capitalist class 
were incapable of establishing democratic society. 
Either the poor, workers and peasants took power or 
reaction would return. The Bolsheviks were less clear 
about the balance of forces between the workers and 
peasants. These theoretical debates became crucial in 
the furnace of the revolution.
Lenin and Bolsheviks

The Provisional Government made radical noises, 
but continued the war and refused to break up the 
feudal estates. Initially the Mensheviks and SRs were 
the majority in the Soviets, as their ideas seemed an 
easier road to peace, bread and land. Many Bolshevik 
leaders were in exile. Those in Petrograd, such as 
Stalin and Kamenev, adopted passive critical support 
for the Provisional Government.

Lenin, returning from exile on April 3, challenged 
this position. He argued for no support for the 
Provisional Government, ending the war, confiscating 
the large estates, an eight-hour day and all power to 
the Soviets. Crucially he added that as the Bolsheviks 
were a minority in the Soviets, they had to patiently 
explain and allow experience to win workers, soldiers 
and peasants to their program.

The Bolshevik leaders initially rejected Lenin’s 
April Thesis, although it corresponded to the views of 
the members in the workplaces. By the end of April, 
after a fierce democratic debate, Lenin’s views won 
majority support, while membership grew rapidly to 
79,000.

At the same time the Provisional Government 
launched a new war offensive – provoking huge anger 
and a crisis. The Provisional Government needed to 
increase its left image so invited Menshevik and SR 

Lenin arrives in Russia
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How many Canadians know that Trotsky, a leader 
of the Russian Revolution, spent time in Canada? 

Trotsky, exiled by the Tsarist dictatorship, was in 
New York when the February revolution erupted. As 
he sailed for Russia via Halifax, British commanders, 
tipped off by intelligence, ordered Trotsky and his 
family off the boat. Deemed “dangerous socialists,” 
they were hauled off to a concentration camp for 
German prisoners of war at Amherst, Nova Scotia. 
Trotsky recounts, in My Life (1930), that “while a 
group of sailors were holding me fast, my older boy 
ran to help me and struck an officer with his little fist 
… He was eleven then, and it was his first lesson in 
British democracy.” 

Throughout his five-week illegal imprisonment 
in a prisoner-of-war concentration camp, Trotsky 
agitated, educated and organized with fellow Russian 
and German working class internees, leaving a strong 
impression. The camp commander complained that 
“After only a few days here [Trotsky] was by far 
the most popular man in the whole camp with the 
German prisoners-of-war.”

On Trotsky’s eventual release, “one of the prisoners 
delivered a short speech acclaiming the Russian 
Revolution and cursing the German monarchy.” 
Trotsky returned to Russia to help lead the October 
1917 Revolution.

Trotsky in Canada
Aiden Sisler

1917 - RUSSIAN    REVOLUTION - 2017
leaders of the Soviets to join, which they did. The 
experience of so-called socialists in a government that 
continued the war accelerated the growing support 
for the Bolsheviks in the Soviets.
Revolution and Counter-Revolution

Meanwhile, the revolution spread across the 
vastness of the Russian Empire with new Soviets 
emerging, peasants seizing land and the oppressed 
nationalities demanding liberty. The Menshevik and 
SR leaders in the Provisional Government and Soviets 
opposed ending the war, an eight-hour day and land 
seizures. 

The revolution in Petrograd was ahead of much 
of Russia. On June 18, over half a million people, 
increasingly frustrated with the lack of any real 
changes, protested, with the Bolshevik slogans 
prominent. 

The masses in Petrograd, sensing the revolution 
was slipping away, demanded a mass protest in July. 
Initially the Bolsheviks were reluctant as the mood in 
the rest of Russia was not so revolutionary and they 
feared the demonstration would be used to launch 
repression. However, such was the pressure from the 
workplaces and garrisons, they supported the mass 
protest. 

The Menshevik and SR leaders supported the 
repression that left 700 murdered. Reaction spread 
with the offices and print shop of Bolsheviks destroyed; 
Trotsky, Kamenev, Lunacharsky and other Bolsheviks 
imprisoned; and Lenin forced into hiding. However, 
as repression did not end the war, provide food or 
give land to the peasants, support for the Bolsheviks 
grew.

Kerensky, a SR, became the Provisional 
Government’s Prime Minister but continued the same 
policies. A capitalist politician wrote, “Chaos in the 
army, chaos in foreign policy, chaos in industry and 
chaos in the nationalist questions.”

Kornilov, head of the Russian Army, decided to 
end this chaos with a coup, with support from the 

capitalists, landowners and 
the British military. At the 
end of August, he directed 
troops to conquer Petrograd. 

The Kerensky government 
was paralyzed. The 
Bolsheviks, although semi-
illegal, were not paralyzed 
and organized the defence of 
Petrograd and the revolution. 
Workers erected barricades 
to defend the city, the sailors 
and soldiers of Petrograd organized military defence 
and the railway workers sent Kornilov’s trains onto 
sidings. Bolsheviks went among Kornilov’s troops 
and persuaded them to mutiny. 

Kornilov’s defeat was due to the Bolsheviks. All the 
slanders of the past months fell away and the reality 
of who defended the revolution and stood for Peace, 
Bread and Land was apparent to millions. The patient 
explaining and experience produced an explosion of 
support for the Bolsheviks across Russia.

July Days massacre
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Socialist Alternative Canada is part of the Committee for a 
Workers’ International (CWI) - an organization with members 
in 45 countries around the world.
We are involved in struggles 
for better wages and basic 
union rights; to protect the 
environment; for women’s 
rights; and against war, 
racism and oppression. 
Read news and reports 
from around the world: 
socialistworld.net

A damaged Trump administration continues to 
hunt for a way forward after a series of humiliating 
defeats in its first months in power. 

Trump’s inauguration was greeted by waves of 
mass protests, including the biggest day of protest in 
US history with 3 to 4 million marching in the January 
21 Women’s marches. Protests continue almost 
weekly. The defeat of Trumpcare and the Muslim ban 
have shown that Trump can be beaten back. While 
Trump is down, he is not out; there are few things 
more dangerous than a bruised bully backed into a 
corner.

Trump is generally moving toward policies more 
acceptable to the Republican establishment and the 
ruling elite, and away from right populist policies 
opposed by the establishment. 

Trump appears to be changing his approach to 
foreign policy, abandoning his earlier isolationist 
views and recasting himself as a strong commander-
in-chief unafraid to reassert American military might. 

The missile strike on Syria is a dramatic shift as 
Trump had long maintained that he was against 
intervention in Syria and greater involvement in the 
region. The Syrian attack may be a “one off,” but the 
door is left open for further action against Assad. The 
dropping of a “Mother of all Bombs” on Afghanistan 
is a further shift to a more aggressive foreign policy. 

The attack is also part of a change in relations with 
Russia, the major power behind Assad’s regime. 
Following the Syrian attack, Secretary of State Tillerson 
blamed Putin for the chemical weapons atrocity in 
Syria, as well as for meddling with US elections in 
spite of Trump’s long-time insistence that Russia had 
not.

Trump has abandoned his claim that China is a 
currency manipulator and backed off on his threat to 
abandon the “One China” policy. But Trump’s sabre 
rattling toward North Korea is dangerous and could 
threaten a potential conflict between North and South 
Korea, which would inflame tensions with China and 
in the region.

Trump Damaged - Resistance Continues
Calvin Priest

While nervous about many of these developments, 
leading Democrats, the ruling class, and the corporate 
media broadly support Trump’s Syrian attack and his 
shift on Putin. Big business is thrilled with Trump’s 
proposed tax cuts, deregulation orders and attacks 
on working people, but worry about the potential 
damage he is doing to their interests as a whole 
and their system. Trump has stepped up attacks on 
NAFTA, an agreement loved by US big business.

Trump is unbalanced and unstable, and deeply 
racist, misogynist, and pro-corporate. However, he 
has no clear political or ideological centre. Trump 
will remain highly unpredictable, but it is clear he 
remains a clear and present danger to working people 
internationally.

Socialist Alternative has explained that we cannot 
rely on the Democratic Party establishment. After all, 
Clinton offered to “work with him.” Stopping Trump 
will require ongoing mass struggle that clearly poses 
a working class political alternative to Trump and the 
hated Democratic Party establishment. Bernie Sanders 
remains the most popular politician in the US. This 
highlights the historic potential opening for building 
a new socialist party in the US that can lead the fight 
against Trump and the billionaire class. Socialist 
Alternative and our Seattle councillor, Kshama 
Sawant, are at the forefront of fighting for such a party.   

To find out more about Socialist Alternative US: 
socialistalternative.org
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The French elections 
have shaken the French 
establishment. The two 
traditional ruling parties’ 
combined vote was less than 
27%, and neither of them 
reached the second round of 
voting. Jean-Luc Mélenchon, 
campaigning as a socialist, 
nearly caused widespread 
heart attacks among the elite, 
only just failing to make the 
second round. 

The election shows the deep divisions in French 
society, like elsewhere. Crucially it proves again the 
potential for socialist ideas to gain mass support. Also 
that the far-right appears stronger when the left won’t 
fight. 

Mélenchon came from nowhere in a few weeks to 
win just less than 20% of votes, only 600,000 votes 
short of qualifying for the final round. Now the far-
right Marine Le Pen, of the Front National, will face the 
less right-wing Macron. LePen’s racist, right populist 
policies are well known. Macron claims to be neither 
left nor right. However, he is a former investment 
banker and minister in the ”socialist” government 
that boosted unemployment and poverty. He wants to 
make it easier to fire workers, lower taxes on business 
and cut public services – hardly neither left nor right.

If there was a gram of socialism in the Socialist 
Party, they would have withdrawn their candidate, 
Hamon, in favour of Mélenchon. His result was a 
disaster, coming a distant fifth, with just over 2 million 
votes. However, the pathetic vote was enough to stop 

Mélenchon Rocks France
From Gauche Révolutionnaire (CWI France)

The socialist international Izquierda Revolucionaria 
(IR) is discussing with the Committee for a Workers’ 
International about unification, involving exchanging 
written materials and mutual visits. IR has 
organizations in Spain, Mexico and Venezuela and 
supporters in other countries.

With great enthusiasm, the 200 delegates at the 
Spanish organization’s recent conference voted 
unanimously to move to unification. They have 
published El Militante for over twenty years and have 
important positions in Spanish unions. They provide 
the leadership of Sindicato de Estudiantes (School 
Students union), which has grown rapidly recently 
and forced the government to withdraw attacks on 
public education.

The Mexicans voted unanimously for unification at 
their March conference. In Venezuela, members of the 

Socialists Unite

Mélenchon reaching the second round. This saved the 
French establishment from having to reveal their true 
nature. In a contest between Le Pen and Mélenchon 
the ruling class would reluctantly support Le Pen. But, 
Mélenchon would have had a real chance of winning.

The leaders of the French Socialist Party acted just 
like the leaders of the US Democrats, who blocked 
Sanders. Just as the Democrats preferred a Trump 
presidency to a socialist one, the French Socialist Party 
is willing to risk a Le Pen presidency rather than see a 
socialist one.

France now faces a second round of elections, which 
Macron is most likely to win. However, his presidency 
will not solve the many problems French workers face 
and risks building further support for the far-right. In 
the traditions of France, workers and youth now must 
build on Mélenchon’s vote to strengthen their ability 
to resist the coming attacks from the ruling class on 
the streets and in the workplaces.

The British Tories have called an election hoping 
to mask their deep internal divisions and deep public 
hatred of continued austerity. They hope that most 
Labour MPs will act like the French Socialist Party and 
US Democrats, preferring a Tory government to a left-
wing Corbyn-led government.

To win, Corbyn has to stop appeasing the 
majority of Blair-supporting MPs. The Labour Party 
has a membership of over 500,000, mostly Corbyn 
supporters. A bold socialist program and a mobilized 
membership could win; it is the only realistic way to 
victory.

Corbyn: A Bold Radical Campaign Needed
From the Socialist Party (CWI Britain) 

two groups are working together.
This is a historic step forward for Marxism 

worldwide. IR split from the CWI following the 
collapse of the Soviet Union. A founder of El Militante 
said “I joined the CWI in 1988, and I’m happy we’re 
going back home.” 
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Hypocrite Trudeau continued from back page

There are women alive today, who, when they were 
born, were not considered a “person” by Canadian 
law. 

By 1927, most Canadian women, after a long hard 
campaign, had won the right to vote in federal and 
provincial elections (except Québec). However, 
according to the British North America Act of 1867 
that established the Canadian state, only “qualified 
persons” could be appointed to the Senate. The term 
“person” was legally understood to refer only to men 
so the Canadian government had only appointed men 
to the Senate. 

The government of Canada argued in 1922 that 
Emily Murphy, Canada’s first woman magistrate, 
was not eligible for the Senate position, as “the British 
North America Act made no provision for women.” 

On August 27, 1927, the Famous Five – Emily 
Murphy, Nellie McClung, Irene Parlby, Louise 
McKinney and Henrietta Muir Edwards – signed a 
letter asking the Supreme Court to rule on whether 
women were “persons.”

The Supreme Court ruled unanimously in 1928 
that women were not “persons.” The Famous Five 
appealed the ruling to the Privy Council of England, 
which ruled that women were eligible for appointment 
to the Senate. This decision had far-reaching impacts 
on women’s rights. Only since October 18, 1929, have 
women been considered persons in Canada!

While women are now Senators, women in Canada 
earn on average 66.7 cents for every dollar earned by 
men.

When Women Weren't Persons
Alison Lindsay

warming is real and is hitting people everywhere 
hard. 

While Trudeau made a fine speech at the Paris 
Climate Conference, his actions boost climate 
change. This is moral and environmental bankruptcy. 
Building pipelines is not an answer. Urgent and 
decisive action is needed now to stop global warming 
that is making life for humans unbearable on this 
planet, the only one we have. Capitalism, with its 
lust for profits, cannot answer the looming climate 

catastrophe. 
The excuse, as always, is that pipelines are good 

for jobs. This is an outright lie. The cost of the lines 
is over $14 billion and provide a few hundred long-
term jobs. The same money, if invested in renewable 
energy, insulating buildings and good public transit, 
would provide far more good jobs. However the 
ruling class has no intention to change their ways – 
they want their profits. Democratic public control of 
the energy sector is vital for a just transition to clean 
energy and good jobs.

Sheila Watt-Cloutier’s 
passionate determination 
is to safeguard the Arctic 
from the ravages of 
climate change and ensure 
the survival of her Inuit 
culture. Her power is 
rooted in Inuit traditions, 
drawing upon both science 
and Inuit knowledge. 

To Stephen Harper’s 
claim that climate change 
science was “tentative” 
and “contradictory,” she 
countered: “for those of 
us who called the Arctic 
home, there could be no doubt that the climate was 
changing.” 

As Chair of the Inuit Circumpolar Council 
International she pushed for Inuit traditional 
knowledge to be incorporated into climate change 
research. “Our hunters and elders were carefully 
observing nature. They were finely attuned to small 
changes .... They were experts because they had to be: 
their daily survival on the land and ice depended on 
it.”

Climate change is occurring in the Arctic twice as 
fast as in the rest of the globe and Arctic temperatures 
will rise by 5o to 7oC over the next century. This 
confirms what the Inuit have observed: “early thaws 
and late freezes, melting sea and shore ice, increased 
precipitation, reduced snow cover, disappearing 
permafrost, rising sea levels, coastal erosion, flooding, 
suffering animal populations, and the arrival of new 
plant, animal and insect species.”

“What is happening today in the Arctic is the future 
of the rest of the world. In one lifetime, we Inuit have 
seen our physical world transform, the very ground 
beneath our feet shift dramatically.” She asks, “If we 
cannot save the frozen Arctic how can we hope to save 
the rest of the world?”

The Right to be Cold
Book Review by Leslie Kemp

Famous Five Statue, Ottawa
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Twenty-seven people attended the founding 
conference of Socialist Alternative Canada on April 
14 – 16. In an important step for the Canadian and 
international struggle against capitalism, participants 
from across Canada, with visitors from sister sections 
of the CWI from Québec, the US and Ireland, assembled 
in Vancouver on unceded Coast Salish Territories. 
The Conference agreed unanimously on cornerstone 
documents including: Canadian Perspectives, an 
Organizational Resolution, a democratic Constitution, 
a report of the work of 2016, and elected a National 
Committee.

The Conference kicked off with a sobering 
assessment by Tony Wilsdon of the international 
landscape in the wake of Trump’s election, drawing 
out the openings for intervention and highlighting 
the many struggles of the international working class 
and oppressed. This dynamic discussion continued 
throughout the packed agenda, culminating in an 
inspiring report on the resistance to Trump in the US 
and the work of Socialist Alternative US by Emily 
McArthur. 

A rousing financial appeal raising $2,373 (along 
with $152 in literature sales), punctuated the successful 
weekend of political discussion and education, 
socializing over delicious food cooked by Larry, and 
overall rallying of socialist spirit. Taking stock of the 
achievements of our organization to date, one that 
punches significantly above its weight, we are poised 
to build on our formative work to strike blows at the 
capitalist class and fight for a socialist Canada and 
world.  

Founding Conference 

What We Stand For
•	 An end to poverty wages; raise the minimum wage 

to $15 per hour
•	 A 35 hour working week without loss of pay
•	 A living income for those unable to work
•	 Reverse the cuts and privatization of public services
•	 Fully funded, high quality, free public education 

from early childhood to university
•	 Massive public investment in clean energy, mass 

transit, health care, education, affordable housing 
•	 Phase out the tar-sands and nuclear power
•	 Higher taxes on the rich and corporations
•	 Democratic unions run by and for the members, 

with elected union officials paid the same wages as 
those they represent

•	 End discrimination – full equality for all
•	 Equal rights for immigrants and refugees
•	 The right to self-determination and self-government 

for all Aboriginal peoples, and respect for historical 
treaties and resource rights

•	 Scrap NAFTA and other exploitative trade deals
•	 Democratic public ownership of key sectors of the 

economy 
•	 A socialist transformation of society to allow for the 

democratic planning of the economy based on the 
interests and needs of the overwhelming majority 

g If you agree with the ideas in this 
magazine, join Socialist Alternative!
We invite you to check out our website, 
which has longer versions of many of the 
articles here, and much more.

socialistalternative.ca
contact@socialistalternative.ca

facebook.com/socialist.alternative.canada

Full list at socialistalternative.ca

Jobstown Solidarity at founding conference
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In the 117 months that Harper was Prime 
Minister, not a single major tars sands pipeline was 
approved. In just 13 months, Trudeau approved two 
major pipelines, Kinder Morgan’s line to Vancouver 
and Enbridge’s line to Lake Superior. These two 
pipelines will add twice as much  CO2 to the world’s 
atmosphere as BC currently releases annually and 
will stoke global warming. 

The Arctic is melting at record speed. In November 
2016, temperatures in the high Arctic were 20oC 
above what is the historic norm and sea ice was the 
lowest extent ever recorded for that time of year. 
Ice is a good reflector of sunlight while open water 
absorbs light and means more heat absorption. As 
the Arctic warms, the permafrost will melt releasing 
large quantities of frozen methane, a far more 
powerful greenhouse gas than CO2.

Already, Canada has seen increasingly unstable 
weather patterns, more frequent and stronger 
storms and hotter summers. The Calgary area flood, 
southwestern BC’s real winter, more frequent floods 
in Manitoba, the severe storms in Atlantic Canada 
and the hot spring that fuelled the Fort McMurray 
fire are all expected results of global warming. In the 
Arctic, sea ice is becoming precarious for hunters 
and the melting tundra is causing homes to crumble 
and collapse. 

The increase in severe weather events will require 
more investment in firefighting equipment, flood 
controls, and landslide and avalanche protection. 
Vancouver might even need to buy snow removal 
equipment! These, and other costs of global warming, 
will be paid for by the working class in higher taxes 
and insurance, as well as the suffering due to power 
cuts or even losing their homes. The ruling class 
will ensure that they do not pay the cost of climate 
change and will even seek to profit from it.

Canada has one of the highest levels of CO2 
release per person in the world. The two pipelines 
will increase the shipment of tar sands’ bitumen by 
nearly a million barrels a day. The increased total 
emissions (extraction, refining and final use) will be 
around 150 megatonnes of CO2 a year (Lee, April 
2016, CCPA). This is over 20% of Canada’s current 
total releases. The Canadian government walks 
away from the climate bomb as most of the releases 
will be in other countries where the bitumen is used. 
But, wherever the carbon is burned, it impacts the 
global climate systems – climate change knows no 
boundaries. 

Many Canadians have not taken climate change 
seriously, thinking its impacts will be elsewhere. It 
is true there are already terrible impacts elsewhere. 
There are also terrible impacts in Canada. Global 

Bill Hopwood

HYPocrite 
  Trudeau 
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